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1. Agricultural Inspection Agencies (AIAs)

Horticultural crops

Flower bulbs

Seed potatoes

and arable crops

End products: fruits, vegetables, 

cut flowers, wpm

NPPO
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Foundation of Agricultural Inspection Agencies

BKD NAK NAKG NAKS NAKB Naktuinbouw

Major changes in tasks

Agricultural Inspection Agencies

Creation of EU 

internal market

Transfer of 

plant passport

inspections

Reorganisation NPPO

Transfer of import 

inspections

Export certification by NPPO officers



The Netherlands phytosanitary system

Phytosanitary policy, 

overall responsibility

Minister for Agriculture

Ministry of Economic 

Affairs

The Hague

Implementing agency 

under IPPC

NPPO: NVWA

Netherlands Food 

and Consumer

Product Safety 

Authority 
Level 2

Level 3

NPPO Inspectors

NPPO

AIA inspectors Agriculture Inspection 

Agencies 

Level 2

Implementing agency 

under IPPC

Level 1
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- Changes to increase efficiency
- Better use of expertise of AIAs
- No double inspection visits
- For industry lower inspection fee
- Based on IPPC and ISPM 12 certificates 

issued only by NPPO officers
- NPPO gives instructions to AIAs
- NPPO audits AIAs
- Close collaboration NPPO - AIAs

Background delegation of tasks to AIAs



2. ISPM 15 Wood Packaging Material

7

- Programme under responsibility NPPO

- Executed by SMHV 

- Foundation Marking Wooden Packaging Material

- NPPO audits SMHV

- NPPO informs SMHV of changes

- SMHV informs industry

- SMHV works with 3 Certifying Agencies (CA)

- SMHV audits CAs

- Companies can register with CA

- Company audited by CA, in register SMHV

NAPPO Annual meeting 2016
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www.smhv.nl
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www.smhv.nl
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- Testing at approved laboratories 
- Laboratories approved by NPPO/NRL
- Laboratories in other countries if approved 

nationally (including by APHIS)
- Protocols approved by NPPO/NRL
- Laboratories ISO 17025 accredited
- Laboratories audited by Board of 

Accreditation
- Laboratories audited by NPPO/NRL

3. Laboratories
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- Database with export requirements 
available on our website

- Exporter can prepare consignment
- Check whether consignment complies 
- Perform additional test if needed
- Have all underlying documents available
- Only then request final export inspection
- Exporter can print phytosanitary certificate
- NPPO officer checks and issues 

phytosanitary certificate

4. Export requirements
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www.nvwa.nl
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www.nvwa.nl



14 NAPPO Annual meeting 2016

www.nvwa.nl
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- Currently: field inspection by NPPO
- New Legislation: possibility, field examination 

by grower, yearly audit by NPPO
- Grower examination can then be basis for 

issuance plant passport
- Only for internal trade within the EU
- Grower examination cannot be used for  

export certification

5. Plant passport new EU legislation
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- Use expertise present in other organisations
- Maintain expertise in NPPO
- Assign responsibilities clearly (no discussion 

needed on all details)
- Combine similar tasks efficiently
- Do not make it too complex, it has to be 

explained to trading partners
- IT systems are important to facilitate the 

procedures
- Remain responsible as NPPO

6. Lessons learned
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By delegating routine tasks,
the NPPO can focus on 

specialized tasks


